Introduction
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An 2 allotment garden (U.K.), community garden (North America), 18 allotment plot, or only allotment is a plot or parcel of urban or 19 suburban land made available for individual, non-commercial gar- 20 dening. A few or up to several hundreds of individually cultivated 21 allotment plots used by individuals or families are part of an 22 allotment site. The facilities on the allotment sites differ from each 23 other but will often feature amenities, such as clubhouses, restroom 24 facilities, fence enclosure, picnic areas or open barbeques, 25 children's playgrounds, and other communal leisure facilities, all 26 maintained by the allotment association members. 27 The individual size of an allotment plot generally ranges in 28 Austria between 250 and 400 square meters, and the plots often The allotment holders have to abide by the corresponding rules 41 and by the allotment garden law. However, the membership entitles 42 them to certain democratic rights in decision-making on the allot-43 ment site. Gardeners are in this way free to shape and use their 44 rented parcel and create an individualized natural space according 45 to their own wishes by their own intentions and for their own use. 46 These individually designed and used green spaces provide several 47 general but individually site-specific ecosystem services, the most 48 well-known being fruit and vegetable production and recreation. 49 Allotments are no longer seen as a way to alleviate the distress of 50 the urban poor. Allotment gardeners come from all parts of society; 51 allotments have become an important part of the urban cultural 52 landscape, and the urban green provides ecosystem services for 53 the gardeners and the neighborhood (Crouch and Ward 1994) . 54 Allotments hold a small but an important share of recreational 55 areas. In Germany, about 11% of the recreational areas are allot-56 ment gardens, in Austria 4%. Allotments are an important feature 57 in the urban landscape. In Halle (3.6%), Berlin (3.5%), and Leipzig 58 (3.2%), allotment gardens comprise a relatively high proportion of 59 the whole urban territory. In Dresden (2.3%) and Duisburg (1%), 60 the share of allotments is less (Table 1) . However, they combine 61 utility, social meaning, beauty, and ecosystem services (ES). Allot-62 ment gardens are deeply embedded within the cultural landscape 63 and have been a familiar feature for almost two hundred years in 64 Britain (Crouch 2003) . Allotments are underpinned by the long- 65 term cultivation of nature. It is through everyday encounters with 66 the environment that allotment gardeners can make sense of the 67 intimate geographies in their lives (Crouch 1997) . 68 The history of the allotment is one of conflict, contestation, and (Tables 2 and 3 ). Gardeners Association four were selected for a survey (Table 4) .
197
Questioning of Allotment Holders
198
To reach the target of the investigation, allotment gardeners were • ecological gardening and environmental behavior. Table 4 The majority (more than two-thirds) of the questioned persons 255 were male. as compared to the past (private cars) (Fig. 2) .
266
Reasons for Allotment Gardening private green (32%) or community spirit (31%) (Fig. 3) . The majority of the allotment gardeners use the plot in summer 282 several times per week (59%) or even daily (36%) (Fig. 4) . Even in several times a week or even daily (Fig. 6 ).
311
Partitioning of the Allotment Gardens
312
The structure of the allotment gardens mirrors the utilization struc- bles to use during winter (see Fig. 9 ).
342
The majority of gardeners (52%) produce only up to 10% of 343 their overall fruit consumption on their allotment gardens. This 344 is comparable with 44% for vegetable consumption.
345
The reasons for producing one's own food production are 346 healthier production (47%) and better quality and taste (41% observed less often (Fig. 11) . The majority of the gardeners (74%) 368 call the attention of the younger generation to observe animals.
369
If the allotment gardeners compare where they mostly make their animal observations, it is 80% on the allotment plot, followed by 371 forests (34%) and only 9% in urban public green spaces. • and other attractions to spend leisure time (Priego et al. 2009 ). 
488
There used to be many activities in Central European cities to 489 teach about nature on public property (Schemel 1998 There is the potential to learn about nature not only on "community 503 wildlife sites" (Johnston 1990 ) but also on allotment gardens. 
